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notations
to guests
WELCOME
Welcome to the Jackson State University Spring 2023 Commencement Exercises. Commencement is 
an important event in the life of the University, its students, faculty, and staff. It is a joyous yet solemn 
event that represents the culmination of the graduates’ years of study. Thank you for joining us and for 
being a part of the celebration. Again, we welcome you!

PHOTOGRAPHS
Only authorized working press and University photographers are permitted on the floor to take pictures 
during the commencement ceremony. A professional photographer will take pictures of each graduate. 
These pictures will be available for order and purchase. Family and friends of the graduates may take 
photographs after the ceremony.

special needs
Ushers for individuals with disabilities 
Ushers for attendees with special needs will be available to assist individuals with requests throughout 
the ceremony.

Accessible seating  
Accessible seating is reserved for guests who require special seating because of age, illness, or physical 
impairment. The accessible seating is marked with signage. Given the limited number of accessible 
seats that are available, please note that only one family member may accompany his or her person with 
disabilities. The rest of the family must sit in the stands.

American Sign Language 
American Sign Language interpretation of the ceremony will be provided.

first aid
First Aid services will be available through the Jackson State University Health Center, and American 
Medical Response will be available for assistance during the Commencement Ceremony.
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OUT OF RESPECT FOR OTHER FAMILIES PRESENT PLEASE:

silence 
all devices

hold all applause 
until prompted

no air horns
or noisemakers

please take all 
pictures with your 
graduate after the 
ceremony

please avoid walking 
during the ceremony 
& please remain seated 
until the end of the 
ceremony

masks are 
optional

COMMENCEMENT 
ETIQUETTE
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Jackson State University
Jackson, Mississippi 39217

Office Of
The President

(601) 979-2323
Fax: (601) 979-2948

Dear JSU Graduates,

Today notes a remarkable part of your higher education journey at Jackson State University. Your days of 
rigorous study and curriculum, navigating work, life and student experiences have led you here. On behalf 
of the JSU family, I extend warm congratulations for reaching one of the most memorable milestones of 
your academic endeavors.   

It is an honor to bask in this moment of celebration with you. Undoubtedly, you will make an impactful 
impression on our world. It is a world where industries are constantly growing and evolving. Yet, you are 
leaving our charge with the enhanced skills, resources and intellectual capacity that make you contenders 
and champions.  

A JSU degree opens many doors to opportunities you have yet to fathom. This is why one of our goals is 
to keep college affordable and accessible for all. We will always be here as a platform for social mobility 
and to help students explore their innovation and creativity and realize their dreams like you are today. 

I also want to acknowledge the family and friends who have supported you throughout your matriculation. 
We applaud their sacrifice and efforts to ensure you reach this special occasion. I hope you will always 
reflect on your time here fondly and know you can always return to our 'dear old college home.'  

We welcome and embrace you as new alums and encourage you to join your local alumni chapter and the 
JSU National Alumni Association. You are joining an extended family of individuals who pour back into 
their alma mater without fail. JSU alums, a robust and diverse network, are one of our institution's most 
unwavering support systems. We ask that you embrace that same spirit as you leave our care and explore 
what awaits you beyond these walls. 

I am confident that you will touch and enhance lives, create positive change, and transform our society 
with passion, wisdom and resilience. I know that you will represent your alma mater with integrity and 
honor.

Again, on behalf of the JSU family, I offer heartfelt congratulations and wish you well.

Sincerely,  

Elayne H. Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President

Elayne H. Anthony
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Anton Vincent serves as President, Mars Wrigley North America. 
Since joining Mars in 2019, Anton has successfully led the 
acceleration of value creation of one of the world’s largest, most 
iconic consumer brand portfolios. He leads the cross-segment 
Regional Presidents Council (RPC) and is the principal Mars
leadership voice for industry and regulatory matters in the US.
Prior to joining Mars, Anton was the CEO of Greencore, PLC, 
USA, a leading co-pack and co-man company. He spent 20 years 
at General Mills building award winning brands and leading 
three divisions to record financial performance, helped execute 
the $10B acquisition of the Pillsbury Company and served on the 
board of 301 Inc., General Mills’ early-stage venture fund. Anton 
is a boundaryless global leader who is focused on transformational 
change, expanding mindsets for modern growth, developing 
breakthrough leaders and leading at the speed of tomorrow.
A native of Jackson, Mississippi, Anton holds a BBA in Finance 
from Sam Houston State University and an MBA in Marketing 
from the Kelley School of Business at Indiana University, where he 
currently serves on the Dean’s Council. Anton is active in industry 
leadership, serving on the National Confectioners Association 
(NCA) board and the Sustainable Food Policy Alliance (SFPA). 
He is also an independent board director for International Paper 
(IP:NYSE), a $22B Fortune 100 company and the global leader in 
fiber-based packaging and pulp with operations in 180 countries.
Anton is a highly sought-after leadership influencer and speaker. 
He has been recognized by many organizations and publications 
for his enterprise leadership – most notably – Savoy Magazine 
(Most Influential African Americans in Corporate America), Black 
Enterprise (Most Influential Blacks in America, Most Influential 
Marketing & Advertising Executives), Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Inc. (Century Award of Excellence) and the Minneapolis Business 
Journal (Minority Executive of the Year). Anton is also a member of 
the Executive Leadership Council (ELC) and a founding member 
of Black Executive CMO Alliance (BECA), an alliance of the 
leading CXOs and CMOs.

Anton Vincent
President of Mars Wrigley

North America

2023 spring
graduate ceremony 
Commencement Speaker
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jackson state University® 2023 Spring 
graduate commencement 
Order of exercises

9:00 A.M.

Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University

Presiding Officer

Prelude. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fanfare and Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Edward Elgar
Arranged by James D. Ployhar

Symphonic Band
Brandon Jenkins, Conductor

Academic Processional Facilitator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alisa L. Mosley, Ph.D.
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Processional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“Pomp and Circumstance”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sir Edward Elgar

Symphonic Band
(Audience remains seated)

Presentation of Colors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .JSU Army ROTC Joint Color Guard
(Audience stands)

National Anthem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“The Star-Spangled Banner” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Francis Scott Key
Arranged by William W. Davis

Led by James Fuller, Senior Music Education Major
Symphonic Band

(Audience remains standing)

Negro National Anthem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. Rosamond Johnson
and James Weldon Johnson
Arranged by Kevan Johnson

Led by Jeremy Bew, Junior Music Education Major
University Wind Ensemble
(Audience remains standing)

Invocation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Domini Henry 
Jackson State University Wesley Foundation, Board Chair

Greetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University 

Acknowledgments and Announcements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Corby
Ph.D. Candidate, Environmental Science, ‘23
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Introduction of Commencement Speaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Maqueba Massey
Ph.D. Candidate, Business Administration, ‘23

Commencement Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Anton Vincent
President of Mars Wrigley North America

Presentation of Citations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University

Recognition of Candidates for Commissioning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lt. Colonel Natosha Reed
Air Force ROTC

Recognition of the Golden Diploma Recipients

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alisa L. Mosley, Ph.D. 
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Fidelis Ikem, Ph.D., Dean 	 College of Business 
Jerri Haynes, Ed.D., Dean 	 College of Education and Human Development 
Russell Bennett, Ph.D., Interim Dean	 College of Health Sciences
Bessie House-Soremekun, Ph.D., Interim Dean	 College of Liberal Arts 
Wilbur Walters, Jr., Ph.D., Dean 	 College of Science, Engineering, and Technology
Preselfannie McDaniels, Ph.D., Dean 	 Graduate Studies

Conferring and Awarding of Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University

Musical Selection. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hehlehlooyuh. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Furman

JSU Chorale
Larry Robinson, Interim Director of Chorale Activities

Induction of Graduates into the Jackson State University National Alumni Association. . . . . . . .  Ms. Patrease Edwards, ’ 99, ’ 08
President, Jackson State University National Alumni Association, Inc.

	 Alumni Pledge:
	 I hereby solemnly pledge unbroken allegiance to my Alma Mater in appreciation
	 for the opportunity for development afforded me at Jackson State University.
	 I pledge active membership in the Jackson State University National Alumni
	 Association, Incorporated, wherever I may be. Through association with my
	 fellow alumni, I shall forever do my best to uphold the ideals and traditions 
	 of my Alma Mater.
	 I pledge, as a person, to exemplify high ideals by rendering positive and
	 dignified service to the community, the state, the nation, and the world, thus,
	 living to bring honor and respect to my Alma Mater.

Closing Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University
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Alma Mater (Audience stands)
“Jackson Fair”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T.D. Pawley

Arranged by F. D. Hall
Led by Kaytie Jeffries, Junior Performance Major

Symphonic Band

Jackson Fair, Jackson Dear
Thee I love, my dear old college home

Thee I love wherever I may roam
Jackson Fair, Jackson Dear.

Jackson Fair, Jackson Dear
Thee I love thy colors rich and bright
Thee I love, the blue and the white

Jackson Fair, Jackson Dear.

Refrain
Hail, hail to thee, yes, hail to thee;
Hail to the college of my heart,

Hail, hail to thee, yes, hail to thee;
Hail, to the college of my heart.

*Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “God Be With You” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .William Tomer

Led by Jabarrie Evans, Senior Music Education Major
Symphonic Band
(Audience stands)

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsel guide, uphold you.
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again!

God be with you till we meet again;
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you;

Smite death’s threat’ning wave before you;
God be with you till we meet again!

Refrain
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,

God be with you till we meet again! Amen

*Following the custom initiated by President Luther G. Barrett, the hymn “God Be With You” has been sung at all Jackson 
State University Commencements since 1911.

Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Domini Henry
Jackson State University Wesley Foundation, Board Chair

Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fanfare and Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Henry Filmore 
Symphonic Band

Brandon Jenkins, Conductor
(Audience remains seated)
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we honor thee
golden class

jac ks o n  s tat e  u n i v es i t y ®

5 0t h  y e a r  r eu n i o n  -  c l as s  o f  1 9 7 3 
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Minnie Larkin Abdu
Laura Alford-Windfield
Rosia Ruth Dean Anderson
Donna Antoine-LaVigne
Betty Jean Cotton Barnes
Ida Smith Berry
Clydestine Bilbrew 
Vera White Bishop
Robert Lessly Bonds Jr.
Rose Tate Bourne
Joe Nathan Braddy Sr.
Carl Brown
Kaiser Ray Brown
Yvonne Buchanan-Ratliff
Carol Lynn Byrd Burns
Helen Taylor Caldwell
Billy E. Carcamo
Dr. Dorothy Neal Carcamo
Victoria Beamer
Donna J. Chambers
Clyde Rozell Chapman
Calista McLendon Cheeks 
Aurthalean “Peggy” Chesser 
Causie Henderson Clay
Brenda Juliet Jamison-Clincy
Thelma Boddy Cocroft
Eva Cole-Lee
Annie V. Colbert-Course
Dorothy Harris-Cox
Lloyd Mitchell Dale, Sr.
Juanita Brady Davis
Dora L. Davis-Kennedy
Dr. Linda Day Davis
Janice McLaurin Espy
Deborah Jones Ewing
Roy Faye Bridgeman
Sherley Loggins Fields
Jacquelyn Jones Fortson
Evelyn Foster Lee
Dorothy Gates Robinson
Miraea G. Harris 
Birley C. Gipson 
Larry B. Grant
Roosevelt Green
Solomon Green, Jr
Yolanda Griffin-Clark
Marie Key Gustavis
Dr. Dewey Handy
Peggy Louise Harris
Regena Harris King
Dessie Griffin Hart
Venda Brown-Hawkins
Gloria Marie Mayhorn Hayes
Dr. Elayne Hayes-Anthony
Rosie Chisholm-Honer
Marcella Hyde Roulhac

Laura Jefferson Richburg
Earnest John Dixon
Brenda A. Miller Johnson
Helen Jean Buckner-Johnson
Walter Johnson 
Catherine Kennebrew
Linda G. Key
Betty Killingsworth
Bobbie Kirby
Carolyn Franklin Knight
Connie Gamble Lamb
Joseph Atley Larry
Shirley Davis Levert
Betty R. Lewis
Geneva Lindsey
Joyce Brock Little
Agnes Evelyn Calhoun Lockhart
Linda Long Davis
Dr. Annie Love-Middleton
Cynthia Jackson Magee 
Dora Dean Mapp-Austin
Irmatine Markham
Etta Lurice Martin
Jackie Marie Scott Marve
Dorothy F. McCann
Nancy McCaskill Taylor
Delores McDaniel
Robert L. McDaniel Sr. 
Sandra Viverette McEwen
Dwain McHenry
Lida H. Williams McNealy
Monica Campbell Micou
Bettye L. Milam
Charlis Miller
Carol Miller-Lawson
Silas Mills
Rosemary Moncure Bullock
Gwendolyn Moore
Donald Ray Naylor 
Ada Pearl Funches-Nelson
Joyce Rankin Nelson
Patricia Nettles-Pegram
Joe Bertha Buck Oliver
Shirley Orey Wilson
Bob Owens
Deborah Patrick
Isadore W Patrick
Sylvia Eskridge-Patterson
Edward C. Payton, II
Willie A. Bridges-Peyton
Samuel Pittman
Willie Plummer
Jessie Potters III
Shirley Spurlock Rainey
John H. Ratliff
Christine Sturgis Reed

Lavon Boss Broad Reed Trotter
Della Johnson Hall
Walter L. Roberson
Dr. Gloria J. Duplessis Robinson
Samuel Robinson
Dorothy Jean Ross
Johnny Lee Ross
Dr. Lou Helen Devine Sanders
Ruth Martin Sanders
Maurice Sargent
Maurice Sargent
Edna W. Scott
Minnie Scott
Betty J. Shaw
Marian Louise Shelton
William L. Shoto, Sr.
Curley Emanuel Smith
Leroy Smith
Napoleon Smith
Dr. Charles Joe Smith, Sr.
Mary Lewis Staten 
Eugene F. Stewart, Jr.
Joyce Wallace Stokes
Rosie M. Stovall
Bonnie Floyd Stowers
Brenda J. Williams Straughter
Mandy Clayton Strong-White
Shelton J. Swanier
Linda C. Epps Sykes
Glenda Ann Taylor Grant
Loretta Kimbrough Terry-Epps
Selottie Barnes Thames
Dr. Russell Thomas Jr.
Jesse Thompson
Judy Griffith Thompson 
Aaron John Thompson, Jr.
Marvel A. Turner, Sr.
James ( Jay) R. Unger, Jr.
Josephine Roberts Virgil 
Beverly Sorrell Wall
Joan Knowles Walley
Mrs. Lillie Beatrice Watkins-Love
Laura Watts Foxworth
Jurdine Daughtery Windfield Webster
Emma Jean Brown-White
Tuwaine P. Davis Whitehead
Audrey B. Wiley
James F. Williams
Shirley Faye Hall-Williams 
Juanita Williams
Juanita Williams-Sandifer
Loretta Marie Davis Wilson 
Ada Wilson Mason
Dorothy Wren
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for degrees

graduate
candidates

2 0 2 3  S p r i n g  c o m m e n c e m e n t
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Fidelis M. Ikem, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Business 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

MaQueba L. Massey, Nashville, TN     
Dissertation: The Influence of HRM Pay 
Communications on an Employee’s Perception 
of Pay Equity  
Advisor: Dr. Sharon Simmons

Jerri A. Haynes, Ed.D. 
Dean, College of Education 
and Human Development 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Kenya Tashaun Horne, Byram, MS  
Dissertation: Literacy Readiness of Kindergarten 
Students that Attended Proprietary Childcare Versus 
Public Pre-Kindergarten Programs in Central 
Mississippi: A Comparative Study 
Advisor: Dr. Jianjun Yin

Teresa Danette Johnson, Canton, MS   
Dissertation: The Impact of COVID-19 on Early 
Childhood Teachers’ Mental Health and Pedagogy  
Advisor: Dr. Jianjun Yin

Education Administration
and Supervision

Tiffany F. Robinson, Utica, MS   
Dissertation: The Influence of Parental Factors 
on Higher Education Matriculation Among First 
Generation College Students  
Advisor: Dr. Benjamin C. Ngwudike

Felicia Anquinette Russell, Lexington, MS   
Dissertation: Examination of Social Media Use of 
First Year Students in Higher Education  
Advisor: Dr. Benjamin C. Ngwudike

Veronica LoNette Wylie, Denver, CO    
Dissertation: The Tension Between History and 
Hope: A Qualitative Study of Resistance Pedagogy in 
an Informal Education Setting  
Advisor: Dr. Jeton McClinton

Chi Xu, China    
Dissertation: Factors that Impact Student Retention 
in a Metropolitan University in Mississippi  
Advisor: Dr. Benjamin C. Ngwudike

Urban Higher Education

Isaiah R. Allen II, Chicago Heights, IL   
Dissertation: Adjunct Faculty Members’ Impact on 
Student Success at Community Colleges in the State 
of Illinois   
Advisor: Dr. John Kuykendall

Tasha A. Carson, Nashville, TN    
Dissertation: A Study of Black Student Engagement 
at Historically Black Colleges and Universities Versus 
Predominantly White Institutions  
Advisor: Dr. Walter A. Brown

Prince Duren, Itta Bena, MS    
Dissertation: The Impact of Demographic and 
Psychological Variables on the Academic Performance 
of African American Male Student-Athletes at an 
HBCU  
Advisor: Dr. Walter A. Brown

Breona Monique Hayes, Jacksonville, FL    
Dissertation: An Examination of Capital Spending 
Between Public Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities and Predominantly White Institutions in 
the State of North Carolina  
Advisor: Dr. Walter A. Brown

Belinda M. Johnson, Clinton, MS    
Dissertation: The Perceptions of Faculty and 
Counselors on the College Readiness of Students at 
Community Colleges  
Advisor: Dr. Walter A. Brown

Willie James Lewis, Jr., Jackson, MS   
Dissertation: Understanding How Sense of 
Belonging Affects African American and Latino 
Students at a Predominantly White Institution 
(PWI)
Advisor: Dr. Walter A. Brown

Samuel T. Nichols, Jr., Gulfport, MS   
Dissertation: A Quantitative Study on African 
American Faculty Job Satisfaction at Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) Versus 
Predominantly White Institutions (PWIs) 
Advisor: Dr. Walter A. Brown

Alvin Markealion Taylor, Holly Springs, MS   
Dissertation: Mid-Level African American 
Administrators’ Perceptions of Leadership Attainment 
at Predominantly White Institutions
Advisor: Dr. Walter A. Brown

Minnie Thomas, Houston, TX   
Dissertation: Factors Influencing the Retention of 
First-Generation African American College Students 
at Selected HBCUs in Texas
Advisor: Dr. Felix Okojie	

Russell Bennett, Ph.D. 
Interim Deam, College of Health Sciences
School of Public Health; School of Social Work

PUBLIC HEALTH

Alice M. Henderson, Chicago, IL  
Dissertation: An Examination of the Association 
Between Distracted Driving Laws and Health 
Outcomes in the State of Georgia: Policy Implications 
for the State of Mississippi 
Advisor: Dr. Russell L. Bennett

Arnitra Hunter, Port Gibson, MS    
Dissertation: An Association Between Insurance 
Type and Medication Adherence among African 
American Men with Hypertension in the State of 
Mississippi  
Advisors: Dr. Russell L. Bennett
                 Dr. Yalanda M. Barner 

Shamim Ahmed Khandekar, Jackson, MS    
Dissertation: The Association of Leptin with 
Metabolic Syndrome in the Jackson Heart Study  
Advisor: Dr. Azad Bhuyian

Dayakar Philip Nittala, Hyderabad, India    
Dissertation: The Association of Socio-economic 
Factors, Insurance Status, and Glycemic Levels on 
Cardiovascular Disease Risk Factors: The Jackson 
Heart Study 
Advisor: Dr. Azad Bhuiyan

ElFreda Thomasina Parker, Vicksburg, MS    
Dissertation: Strategies for Addressing the 
COVID-19 Pandemic in the Jackson Metropolitan 
Area 
Advisor: Dr. Clifton Addison

Darmyra Eulicia Perry, Okolona, MS    
Dissertation: An Examination of the Utilization of 
Hospital Patients’ Discharge Plans in Trauma Care 
Centers: Addressing the Opioid Crisis in the State of 
Mississippi 
Advisor: Dr. Russell L. Bennett

LaReisha S. Robinson, McComb, MS    
Dissertation: The Association Between Socioeconomic 
Factors and Medication Adherence Among Adults 
with Diagnosis of Cardiovascular Disease in the State 
of Mississippi 
Advisors: Dr. Russell L. Bennett
                 Dr. Yalanda M. Barner

Doctor of
Philosophy 

Doctor of
Philosophy 

Doctor of
education 

Doctor of
public health 
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SOCIAL WORK

Bente’ Hess Johnson, McComb, MS   
Dissertation: Assessment and Diagnosis: A Cross-
Sectional Study Examining Perceptions of Clinical 
Preparedness among MSW Students in Mississippi 
Universities   
Advisors: Dr. Isiah Marshall, Jr.
                Dr. Patrice R. Jenkins 

Bessie House-Soremekun, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean, College of Liberal Arts

Public Administration

Glory J. Givins-Moses, Jackson, MS   
Dissertation: Assessment of Parental Reasons for 
Homeschooling as an Alternative to Public and 
Private School Education    
Advisors: Dr. Jae-Young Ko

Clinical Psychology

Sasha Layla Williams, Miami, FL   
Dissertation: Manifesting Our Burdens: 
Examining the Impact of Gendered Racism on Black 
Women’s Physical and Mental Health    
Advisors: Dr. Theresa Kearns-Cooper  
                 Dr. Kaye Sly

Wilbur L. Walters, Jr., Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Environmental Science

Alicia Shanta Payne, Natchez, MS   
Dissertation: Design and Synthesis of Chalcogenide 
Based Aerogels Toward the Sorption of Toxic Heavy 
Metal Ions and Radionuclides   
Advisor: Dr. Paul Tchounwou

Lauren R. Corby, Dorsey, IL   
Dissertation: Nanotechnology Application for the 
Detection and Treatment of Non-Small Cell Lung 
Cancer   
Advisor: Dr. Paul Tchounwou

Richterica Tukiya Ford, Birmingham, AL   
Dissertation: Solubility and Extractability of 
Uranium in Arid Weapon Tested Soil   
Advisor: Dr. Paul Tchounwou

Urban and Regional Planning

Jon-Vincent Holden, Jackson, MS    
Dissertation: Vulnerability and Resilience in 
Maritime Transportation Infrastructure in the Deep 
South and Implications for Agricultural Trade
Advisor: Dr. Berneece S. Herbert

Genice V. Hughes-Knight, Goodman, MS      
Dissertation: Exposure to Carcinogens in Southeast 
Texas: An Evaluation of Hazardous Air Pollution, 
Environmental Injustice, and the Presence of “Cancer 
Clusters” in Vulnerable Communities in Houston, 
Texas  
Advisor: Dr. Berneece S. Herbert

Jerri A. Haynes, Ed.D. 
Dean, College of Education 
and Human Development 

EDUCATION

Robertha W. Allbritton, Jackson, MS	
Sheena R. Dorsey, Jackson, MS		
Tearra Nicole Beasley, Houston, TX		
Lisa L. Bennett, Tylertown, MS		
Shelsea Duplessis Buckhaulter, 
   Florence, MS		
Melissa Ann Cooper, Jackson, MS		
Bridgette R. James, Jackson, MS		
Shawnnay Davenport, Braxton, MS		
Edward Davis, Anguilla, MS		
Kedra Sherelle Cowan-DeBerry, 
   Holly Springs, MS		
Yolanda Lavette Dunham, Natchez, MS	
LaTrisha M. Easley, Itta Bena, MS		
Sertoria LaShay Ellington, Dundee, MS	
Kelli Graham, Clinton, MS		
Jamie Evans-Gray, Jackson, MS		
Shameka Culver Ficklin, Gluckstadt, MS	
Kendall M. Flowers, Edwards, MS		
Cindy Dianne Fox, Memphis, TN		
Betsy Danielle Harris, Greenville, MS	
Jade Anderson Heard, Albany, GA		
Abby Nicole Huff, Haleyville, AL		
LaToya M. Jackson, Port Gibson, MS	
Trekeya D. Johnson, Belzoni, MS		
Jodi Michelle Lovette, Collinsville, MS	
Ebony B. Marshall-Newsome, 
   Flowood, MS		
Shaki S. McLaurin, Forest, MS		

Christina M. Moseley, Benton, MS		
Felix Neal, Bastrop, LA		
Gabriel Ladell Parson, Hazlehurst, MS	
Vantrel Perry, Natchez, MS		
Jolie Bristow Reid, Tupelo, MS		
Alison Barnes Rhea, Ingomar, MS		
Tamiko Latrice Richardson, Edwards, MS	
Shella Robie Sanders, Morgan City, MS	
Dewey Shaifer, Jr., Port Gibson, MS		
Cynthia Cherise Simpson, Canton, MS	
Breonna Stewart-Griffin, Hazlehurst, MS	
Gisha S. Stewart, Clarksdale, MS		
Nicole Turner, Carthage, MS		
James D. Wardlow II, Mound Bayou, MS	
Diamond A. Whitker, Brandon, MS		
Kimberly Williams Foster, Madison, MS	
Jaime I. Wyche, Philadelphia, PA

Fidelis M. Ikem, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Business

     

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Aaron Lenard Bailey, Chicago, IL		
Zion Bryant-Feisal, Washington, DC	
Kenneth Darrell Donahue, Detroit, MI	
Nicholas Lee Donelson, Jackson, MS	
Shelia Wana Early, Pine Bluff, AR		
Shaphne Jackson, Canton, MS		
Kaleb Paul Leatherman, East St. Louis, IL	
Sonya Mitchell, Jackson, MS		
Jayla Taylor, Greenville, MS		
Erica Precious Wilder, Kosciusko, MS

Jerri A. Haynes, Ed.D. 
Dean, College of Education 
and Human Development 

TEACHING

Briana Anderson, Detroit, MI		
Candace N. Beard, Jackson, MS		
Shanice Victoria Bell, Greenville, MS	
Brandi K. Berry, Pearl, MS		
Tamatha Berry, Minneapolis, MN		
Terranee Denae Brent, Jackson, MS		
Jarvis Jonte Brown, Canton, MS		
LaTrenda Renea Buckner, Brandon, MS	
Lekesha Ann Byrd, Brookhaven, MS		

master of 
business
administration 

master of arts 
in teaching 

Doctor of
Philosophy 

Doctor of
Philosophy 

Doctor of
Philosophy 

specialist in
education 
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Jakel T. Carlisle, Mayersville, MS		
Shelethia Carson Clayborne, Jackson, MS	
Jessica Johnice Clinton, Ruston, LA		
Lazashus Collier, Madison, MS		
Ashley Sharnita Cook, Brookhaven, MS	
Marquita Shanel Cooper, West, MS		
Kasandra Kay Counsel, Fayette, MS		
Tyesha Latifah Davis, Jackson, MS		
Tiffany Day, Jackson, MS		
Martha Alice Dee, Port Gibson, MS		
Frances J. Diggs, Edwards, MS		
Jessie Lee Irving Dorsey, Jackson, MS	
Sonya Patrice Edwards, Hermanville, MS	
Natasha Fells-Clark, Fayette, MS		
Connie Johnson, Hattiesburg, MS		
Jerilyn D. Fleming, Canton, MS		
Asia Shybrail Frison, Pontotoc, MS		
Kobe Reed Gates, Walnut Grove, MS	
Velsie Elaine Gentry, Jackson, MS		
Pe’Quawna Gilmore-Davis, 
   Hazlehurst, MS		
Bridget Gray Lewis, Edwards, MS		
Sierra Vonche Harris, Jackson, MS		
Laquincia Henderson, Jackson, MS		
Jeanette J. Hentz, Itta Beta, MS		
LaTecus Jacqe’ Hopkins, Jackson, MS	
Breanna Josideana Horn, Canton, MS	
Datraonna Tranece Horton, Jackson, MS	
Ronald Huddleston II, Jackson, MS		
Tameka Jackson, Southaven, MS		
Shamoni L. Jenkins, Natchez, MS		
Schemeka L. Jenkins-Turner, 
   McComb, MS		
Saletha Johnson, Brandon, MS		
Shelia Faye Mason Kelly, Jackson, MS	
Gwen Maberry Lipsey, Jackson, MS		
Shemeka N. Lofton, Crystal Springs, MS	
Rogerick L. Magee Sr., Jackson, MS		
Matthew Maiden IV, Woodville, MS		
Pamela Malone-London, Brookhaven, MS	
Rosalena Bridges, Jackson, MS		
Earnest M. McDonald, Jackson, MS		
Quinton Maurice McGowan, 
   Brookhaven, MS		
Rosie Mae McGowan, Utica, MS		
Imonjé RoShelle Mignott, Lisman, AL	
Trenton Miller, Jackson, MS		
Rhonda Mitchell, Corinth, MS		
Jeaninne Renee Filmore, Fulton, MS	
Corey Daniel Murray, Hazlehurst, MS	
Lycrisia S. Myers, Pearl, MS		
Miranda Shea Myers, Jackson, MS		
Maurice Polk, Jackson, MS		
Stephanie R. Polk, Pearl, MS		
Autralius Kendrell Sanders Whitehead, 
   Canton, MS		
Kalvin J. Smith, Canton, MS		

LaKeshia Smith, Canton, MS		
Latoya M. Smith, Brookhaven, MS		
Pamala Smith, Moorhead, MS		
Robert Smith, Jackson, MS		
Shantel Smith Stapleton, Port Gibson, MS	
Rashante Letisha Rashay Stamps, 
   Jackson, MS		
Niki Stasher-Stephens, Pickens, MS		
ArTaviss Sade Stewart, Fayette, MS		
Donna Cherie Stockstill-Graham,
   Picayune, MS		
LaShasta J. Taylor, Meridian, MS		
Yolanda L. Thompson-Lott, Ridgeland, MS	
Alicia Nicole Goods, Port Gibson, MS	
Kelisha Telectra Turner, McComb, MS	
Jeronn Watkins, Jackson, MS		
Andrew Fitzgerald Watson, Jackson, MS	
Ya’Mira La’Shay Watts, Kosciusko, MS	
Antionett Wells, Pearl, MS		
Brionna L. Wells, Jackson, MS		
Mary White, Pickens, MS		
Eluma J. Willis, Madison, MS

Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling

Tamritha Juankece Dean, Jackson, MS
Kirsten Ani’ya Henry, Byram, MS
Brit’tany Nicole Lee, Mendenhall, MS
Piper Lily, Pearl, MS
Letoria J. Mitchell, Edwards, MS	
Emoni Victoria Price, Washington, DC
Shennelle P. A. Robinson, Boston, MA
Mercedes D. Sims, Jackson, MS
Salmeilia J. Stewart, Leland, MS

Educational Administration 
and Supervision

Lakeisha Nicholson-Jackson, Canton, MS	
Gabriel Xavier Alexander Norwood, 
   West Bloomfield, MI	
Dominic Thigpen, Jackson, MS

Sport Science

Wilton Charles Jackson II, Jackson, MS
Christopher Lane McGregor, Pontotoc, MS
Dwayne Pickett Jr., Crystal Springs, MS
Ariel Sharice Reed, Jackson, MS
Bridget Robinson, Dallas, TX
Elizabeth Chinyere Ugoala, Chicago, IL
Robert Lee Washington III, Jackson, MS

Early Childhood Education

Kimberly Nelson-Armstrong, Jackson, MS
Latasha Monique Banks, Ridgeland, MS
Holly Jillene Clay, Atlanta, GA
Kiara L. Dee, Port Gibson, MS
Crystal F. Dunson, Madison, MS
Mileeza Evans, Hermanville, MS
Tekita Yvette Franklin, Jackson, MS
Tanyel Nicole Harris-Gross, 
   New Orleans, LA
Nina Y. Haynes, Rosedale, MS
Danita Howard, Tchula, MS
Sada N. Longino, Prentiss, MS
NaTasha Roshawn Manuel, Jackson, MS
Angelisa Marley, Ridgeland, MS
Nashekia Mosley, Brandon, MS
Helen Keandra Yvonne Nix, 
   Hattiesburg, MS
Jazlyn Dominique Odom, Jackson, MS
Chiara Cene’ Perry, Hollandale, MS
LaQuna Ginn, Tylertown, MS
Darlene D. Taylor, Jackson, MS

School Counseling

Elisa Denaye Dooley, Chicago, IL

Special Education

Xavier Charnise Naylor, Meridian, MS

Elementary and 
Special Education

Alecia T. Anderson, Ridgeland, MS
Kimberly Nelson- Armstrong, Jackson, MS
Alexies Calhoun, Jackson, MS
Tekita Yvette Franklin, Jackson, MS
Michelle Frazier, Jackson, MS
Marquita Danielle Kemp, Bay Springs, MS
Lenora Marie Holmes, Jackson, MS
Monica M. Marshall, Jackson, MS
Karina B. Moore-McLaurin, Byram, MS
Wanda L. Moore, Jackson, MS
Kimberly Shunte Pate, Clinton, MS
Jonah C. Thomas, Bolton, MS
Jacqueline Thompson, Jackson, MS

master of
science 

master of
Science in 
Education 
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Russell Bennett, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences
School of Public Health; School of Social Work

Public Health

Patience N. Agulanna, Oguta, Nigeria
Zain Uddin Ahmed, Hyderabad, 
   Telangana, India	
Jasmine K. Bolden, Jackson, MS
Catrina Chinell Brazzle, Jackson, MS
Michelle Chigioke Egbujor, Brentwood, TN
Toni Telemachus Holloway, 
   Mendenhall, MS
Breanna Kiera Jennings, Indianola, MS
Nickie Johnson, Canton, MS
Rachel C. Neal, Clinton, MS
Evidence Ese-ose Ohikhuai, 
   Benin City, Nigeria
Dhyamond Jagloré Lashawn 
   Shelby-Raymond, Gulfport, MS
Mia Alexandria Steward, New Orleans, LA
Alexandra Pearl Stewart, Rochester, NY
Sean C. Taylor, St. Louis, MO
Nycole Faith Tiara Thelwell, 
   West Palm Beach, FL
Shani Marie Winters, Yazoo City, MS
Clevette L. Woodberry, Lexington, MS

Communicative Disorders

Andrea Black Barbrey, Jackson, MS
Ewere Eunice Bernard, Westland, MI
Amber Mari Rose Green, Birmingham, AL
Conner E. Herbert, Jackson, MS
Whitney Allen Leirer, Brandon, MS
Meredith Allyn McCaskill, Indianola, MS
Toy Alyssa McLaurin, Bay Springs, MS
Margret McKailae Moore, Vicksburg, MS
Kelsey Ronesia Ransom, Flora, MS
Julia Michel Robinson, Dallas, TX
Torrey Rayna Robinson, Madison, MS
Gabrielle A. Seeley, Raymond, MS
Kylee Killebrew Tate, Lexington, MS
Raven A. Thomas, Clinton, MS
Darian Keith Walters, Tulsa, OK
Savannah Rose Washington, Raymond, MS
Janiya K. Watkins, Ocean Springs, MS
Alandra Courtney Wilson, Foxworth, MS	

Social Work

JaNya Airriel’le Alexis Baker, Memphis, TN
Meagan Bilbro, Pearl, MS
Akeelah Makeisha Elana Bowes, Katy, TX
Donna Brown, Meridian, MS
Larrance Cotton, Byram, MS
Marcus Renaldo Crowley, Jackson, MS
Rudella S. Davenport, Vicksburg, MS
Tyla Davenport, Vicksburg, MS
Tania Mone’ Dell, Detroit, MI
Charkayla M. French, Amory, MS
Chrishasta Keltioshanda Gardner, 
   Prentiss, MS
Patricia A. Greer, Jackson, MS
Alanda Hoard, Pelahatchie, MS
Kejia Jackson, Wesson, MS
Katasha P. Johnson, Jackson, MS
Candace Brianna Lofton, Jackson, MS
Travonta Q. Magee, McComb, MS
Rebecca Y. Martin, Port St. Lucie, FL
Whitney Marie May, Jackson, MS
Earvita S. McCamury, Greenville, MS
Kristopher Ronnea Murray, Kosciusko, MS
Terrianna D. Nelson, Lexington, MS
Niyah Cinaé Odum, Olive Branch, MS
Deanna P’atra Parker, Jackson, MS
Merritt Buffington Price, Hattiesburg, MS
Pallas Reed, Jackson, MS
Shakisa Richardson, Senatobia, MS
Jasmine Denise Riley, Florence, MS
Amber Nicole Robinson, Bolton, MS
Althea Robinson-Swint, Greenville, MS
Shantwana Rose, Canton, MS
Mary Abigail Sample, Jackson, MS
Eternity Alexandria-Kierra Scott, Gulfport, 
MS
Jalynne S. Seals, Alexandria, LA
Pamela Denise Shanks, Stateline, MS
Shontel Dynesha Smith, Jackson, MS
Tangela N. Taylor, Kansas City, MO
Bianca Shanygnea’ Thomas, Forest, MS
Camille Yonick Tucker, Jackson, MS
LaTonya D. Walker-Brister, Prentiss, MS
Stephanie Denise Watts, Hattiesburg, MS
April Wells Hardy, Jackson, MS
Breyonia Breshae Williams, Roxie, MS
Laura A Williamson, Forest, MS

Bessie House-Soremekun, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean, College of Liberal Arts

Public Policy and 
Administration

Alonzo Hutchins Sr., Thomastown, MS
LaShannon Frenice Morgan, Jackson, MS

Criminology and 
Justice Services

David Hubbard, Jr., Clinton, MS
Jonyetta Warkeya Jontranecia Johnson,
   Vaughan, MS

History

Andrew Gardner, Jackson, MS
Thesis: Planted in the Soil: Southern White 
Protestantism in Jackson, Mississippi, 1875-1900  
Advisor: Dr. Robert Luckett

Darius Breyon Grant, Brandon, MS
Thesis: Wartime Propaganda: The Humor that 
Shaped the United States  
Advisor: Dr. Mark A. Bernhardt

Dorothy Ann McGee, Pinola, MS
Project: Fighting for Ethiopia- African Americans 
and the War to End Italian Occupation 1935-1937  
Advisor: Dr. Mario Azevedo

Jameson Devon Montgomery, 
   Greeleyville, SC
Thesis: The Impact of the Bronx on the Creation 
of Hip-Hop in the 1970s  
Advisor: Dr. Mark A. Bernhardt

Nicole Elaine Powell, Brooklyn, NY
Thesis: Black Magic and the Perils of Being 
Superwoman: Representations of Black Female 
Characters in Speculative Fiction and Real-World 
Outcomes for Black Women and Girls  
Advisor: Dr. Mark A. Bernhardt

Daniel Uhrlass, Trumbull, CT
Thesis: Top Boy: A Hard Look at Modern 
Urban Britain  
Advisor: Dr. Lomarsh Roopnarine

master 
of arts

master of public 
Policy and 
Administration 

master 
of Science

master of 
Public Health

master of 
Social Work
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Alan Wheat, Poplarville, MS
Thesis: Forgetting Mack Charles Parker  
Advisor: Dr. Robert Luckett

Political Science

Tyresha Nelson, Jackson, MS

Sociology

Brooke Boechler, Saskatchewan, Canada
Christopher Alexander Hines, 
   Courtland, MS

Music Education

Timothy Michael Green, Baton Rouge, LA

Regan Latrice Jackson, Byram, MS
Project: Instructional Benefits of Music in an 
Inclusive Class Setting  
Advisor: Dr. Lisa Beckley-Roberts

Shaun DuJuan McClinton, Chicago, IL
Project: Disability or Not: Examination of 
Pedagogical Approaches with Secondary Music 
Students  
Advisor: Dr. Ramon Jackson

Adrian P. Thompson, Sr., New Orleans, LA
Project: Strengthening Confidence & Academic 
Success in Twice-Exceptional Students Through 
Musical Literacy  
Advisor: Dr. Ramon Jackson

Journalism and Media Studies

Morgan Beard, Jackson, MS
Project: More Than a Label
Advisor: Dr. Li-Jing A. Chang

Trinity Ambrosia Brown, Jackson, MS
Project: Discrimination Against Women in 
Sports Media
Advisor: Dr. Li-Jing A. Chang

Tyler Malik Newkirk, Chicago, IL
Project: The Modern Slavery Era: Race in Sports
Advisor: Dr. Li-Jing A. Chang

Jessica LaShay Orey, Terry, MS
Project: Discrimination Against Women 
in Sports Media
Advisor: Dr. Li-Jing A. Chang

Jennifer Rodgers, Greenville, MS
Project: Stereotypes of Women’s Physical Appearance 
in the Media
Advisor: Dr. Nathan Towery

Wilbur L. Walters, Jr., Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology

     

BIOLOGY

Kyle Jordan E. Lee, Jackson, MS

Justin A. Smith, Jackson, MS
Project: The Fatal Impact of Covid-19 Variants with 
Comorbidities in the Southeastern States  
Advisor: Dr. Hafiz A. Ahmad
 
Kaylynn Wilson, Atlanta, GA 

Data-Enabled Science 
and Engineering

Chalzack Abungu, Jackson, MS
Thesis: Application of Principal Component Analysis 
and Linear Discriminant Analysis in Genetical 
Dataset  
Advisor: Dr. Tor A. Kwembe

Bharath Kumar Mandava, 
   Challapalli, A.P., India
Thesis: A Comparison of the Ward’s Hierarchical 
Clustering Method with Selected Agglomerative 
Clustering Methods  
Advisor: Dr. Tor A. Kwembe

Sherine Salem, 
   Berkel en Rodenrijs, Netherlands
Thesis: Exploring the Current State and Future 
Possibilities of Data Science and Analytics in 
Healthcare: Applications, Challenges and Trends  
Advisor: Dr. Tor A. Kwembe

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Biruk Dejene Abate, Jackson, MS
Adote Alipoe, Vicksburg, MS
Mercy Chebet, Jackson, MS
Han Saim Jeong, Dallas, TX
Eboni Phillips, Madison, MS
Vivek Sunchu, Telangana, India
Nahom Ermias Teshome, 
   Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

ENGINEERING

Avipriyo Chakraborty, 
   Chattogram, Bangladesh
Thesis: Implementation of Vetiver Root as 
Bio Anchor  
Advisor: Dr. Sadik Khan

Karayan Lajoyce Cole, Clarksdale, MS
Inez Shenise Williams, Jackson, MS

Hazardous Materials 
Management

Lauren Hucks Allen, Yazoo City, MS	
Amaris Alara Edwards, Byram, MS

Technology Education 

Veronica M. Simmons, Clinton, MS
Tameki Lakesha Smith, Coahoma, MS
Kionna Janae Taylor, Vicksburg, MS

Urban and Regional Planning

Eric DeJoun Lewis, Jackson, MS

master 
of arts

master 
of Music 
Education

master 
of Science

master of 
Science in 
education

master 
of Science
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“You belong in every room you are about to enter.”
- Roland S. Martin

Host and managing editor of 
#RolandMartinUnfiltered
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2023 spring
undergraduate Ceremony 
Commencement Speaker
Kiese Laymon is a Black southern writer and acclaimed author from 
the city of Jackson. His work illustrates Black life within the Southern 
states and the violence and oppression undergirding those experiences.
In his observant, often hilarious work, Laymon battles the personal 
and the political: race and family, body and shame, poverty and 
place. His savage humor and clear-eyed perceptiveness have earned 
him comparisons to Ta-Nehisi Coates, Alice Walker, and Mark 
Twain. He is the author of the award-winning memoir Heavy, the 
groundbreaking essay collection How to Slowly Kill Yourself and 
Others in America, named a notable book of 2021 by the New York 
Times critics and the genre-defying novel Long Division, which 
won the 2022 NAACP Image Award for fiction.
Laymon’s memoir Heavy won the 2019 Carnegie Medal for Excellence 
in Nonfiction, was named one of the 50 Best Memoirs of the Past 50 
Years by The New York Times, and secured the top spot as a best book of 
2018 by the New York Times, Publishers Weekly, NPR, The Washington 
Post, and Entertainment Weekly. 
In 2022, Laymon was selected as a recipient of the MacArthur Fellows 
Program, affectionately nicknamed “the genius grant” – the opportunity 
only extended to 20 people each year, celebrating and highlighting the 
creative genius of each participant and their ability to show exceptional 
originality and dedication to their creative pursuits.
A member of Black Artists for Freedom, he was named to the Ebony 
Magazine Power 100 in 2015 and selected as a member of the Root 
100 in 2013 and 2014. Laymon is a graduate of Oberlin College and 
holds a Master of Fine Arts in creative writing from Indiana University. 
He also founded the Catherine Coleman Initiative for the Arts and 
Social Justice, a program to engage Mississippi kids and their parents 
more comfortably with reading, writing, revising, and sharing.

Kiese Laymon
Award-winning author 
and McArthur Fellow
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jackson state University® 2023 spring 
undergraduate commencement 
Order of exercises

9:00 A.M.

Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University

Presiding Officer

Prelude. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  “Triumphal March” from Aida. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Giuseppe Verdi
Arranged by Douglas A. Richard

The University Wind Ensemble
Mr. Lowell Hollinger, Conductor

Academic Professional Facilitator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alisa L. Mosley, Ph.D.
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

“Processional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“Pomp and Circumstance”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sir Edward Elgar

The University Wind Ensemble
(Audience remains seated)

Presentation of Colors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JSU Air Force and Army ROTC Joint Color Guard
(Audience stands)

National Anthem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“The Star-Spangled Banner” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Francis Scott Key
Arranged by William W. Davis

Led by James Fuller, Senior Music Education Major
The University Wind Ensemble

(Audience remains standing)

Negro National Anthem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J. Rosamond Johnson
and James Weldon Johnson

University Choir
Larry Robinson, Interim Director of Choral Activities

The University Wind Ensemble
(Audience remains standing)

Invocation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Domini Henry 
Jackson State University Wesley Foundation, Board Chair

Greetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University 

Acknowledgments and Announcements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kayla Hudson
President, Senior Class

Meteorology ‘23

Reflective Message to the Graduating Class of 2023. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madison Cathey  
President, Student Government Association

Accounting ‘23
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Introduction of Commencement Speaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert Luckett, Ph.D.
Professor, Department of History

Commencement Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kiese Laymon
 MacArthur Fellow, 2022

	     Author and Professor of English and Creative Writing, Rice University

Presentation of Citations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University

Recognition of Candidates for Commissioning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Lt. Colonel Rogers Brown, Jr.
Army ROTC

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alisa L. Mosley, Ph.D. 
Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Fidelis Ikem, Ph.D., Dean 	 College of Business 
Jerri Haynes, Ed.D., Dean 	 College of Education and Human Development 
Russell Bennett, Ph.D., Interim Dean	 College of Health Sciences
Bessie House-Soremekun, Ph.D., Interim Dean	 College of Liberal Arts 
Wilbur Walters, Jr., Ph.D., Dean 	 College of Science, Engineering, and Technology

Conferring and Awarding of Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University

Selection. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Who Built the Ark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moses Hogan

Larry Robinson, Interim Director of Choral Activities

Induction of Graduates into the Jackson State University National Alumni Association. . . . . .Ms. Patrease Edwards, ’ 99, ’ 08
President, Jackson State University National Alumni Association, Inc.

	 Alumni Pledge:
	 I hereby solemnly pledge unbroken allegiance to my Alma Mater in appreciation
	 for the opportunity for development afforded me at Jackson State University.
	 I pledge active membership in the Jackson State University National Alumni
	 Association, Incorporated, wherever I may be. Through association with my
	 fellow alumni, I shall forever do my best to uphold the ideals and traditions 
	 of my Alma Mater.
	 I pledge, as a person, to exemplify high ideals by rendering positive and
	 dignified service to the community, the state, the nation, and the world, thus,
	 living to bring honor and respect to my Alma Mater.

Closing Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D.
Acting President, Jackson State University

Alma Mater (Audience stands)
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“Jackson Fair”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . T.D. Pawley
Arranged by F. D. Hall

Led by Kaytie Jeffries, Junior Performance Major
University Wind Ensemble

(Audience stands)

Jackson Fair, Jackson Dear
Thee I love, my dear old college home

Thee I love wherever I may roam
Jackson Fair, Jackson Dear.

Jackson Fair, Jackson Dear
Thee I love thy colors rich and bright
Thee I love, the blue and the white

Jackson Fair, Jackson Dear.

Refrain
Hail, hail to thee, yes, hail to thee;
Hail to the college of my heart,

Hail, hail to thee, yes, hail to thee;
Hail, to the college of my heart.

*Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “God Be With You” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .William Tomer

Led by Jabarrie Evans, Senior Music Education Major
University Wind Ensemble

(Audience stands)

God be with you till we meet again;
By His counsel guide, uphold you.
With His sheep securely fold you;

God be with you till we meet again!

God be with you till we meet again;
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you;

Smite death’s threat’ning wave before you;
God be with you till we meet again!

Refrain
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet,
Till we meet, till we meet,

God be with you till we meet again! Amen

*Following the custom initiated by President Luther G. Barrett, the hymn “God Be With You” has been sung at all Jackson 
State University Commencements since 1911.

Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Domini Henry  
Jackson State University Wesley Foundation, Board Chair

Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“Coronation March” from The Prophet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Giacomo Meyerbeer
Arranged by D. Eymann

The University Wind Ensemble
Mr. Lowell Hollinger, Conductor

(Audience remains seated)
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Candidates
for Degrees

The commencement program booklet contains the names of candidates 
for degrees. It is possible that a candidate listed in this publication may 
not have completed all degree requirements. Failure to remove the name 
of a person(s) listed in error does not obligate the University to grant the 
diploma. The student’s transcript is the official record of the University.  
Diplomas will be mailed to the student approximately 2 - 3 months after 
commencement at the address indicated on the graduation application. 
For additional information, students may contact the Office of the 
Registrar and Records at 601.979.2300. 
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Honors and
Awards
GRADUATION WITH ACADEMIC DISTINCTION
Graduation with academic distinction is based on an earned average of 3.20 
or higher on a 4.00 scale for work completed at Jackson State University for 
all undergraduates degrees. Students who graduate within this grade point  
average range are honored with the following: 
Summa Cum Laude            3.80 - 4.00
Magna Cum laude               3.50 - 3.79 
Cum Laude                             3.20 - 3.49

Graduates with academic distinction wear gold honor cords during the 
commencement exercises.  
Notes: A transfer student is eligible to be considered for honors provided: 
(1) the student has earned a minimum of 48 semester hours at Jackson State 
University prior to the semester of graduation; and (2) the student maintains 
a 3.20 or higher grade-point average for the coursework completed at Jackson 
State University. Students who already hold a baccalaureate degree are not 
eligible for this distinction.  
 

††† Denotes Summa Cum Laude graduate
  †† Denotes Magna Cum Laude graduate 
    † Denotes Cum Laude graduate
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W.E.B. Du Bois-
Maria Luisa Alvarez Harvey 
Honors College

The W.E.B. Du Bois-Maria Luisa Alvarez Harvey Honors College (Du Bois-Harvey Honors 
College) is an enhanced collegiate experience that facilitates leadership development through 
self, community and global awareness; involvement in scholarship that fosters uniqueness and 
decision-making maturity; research-based inquiry and discovery of solutions to local, national 
and international dilemmas; and immersion of techonolgy usage.

The Du Bois-Harvey Honors College offers members an opportunity to:
	 • Follow a program of study at a pace commensuate with their ability
	 • Increase intellectual interaction among their peers, professors, and advisory
	 • Provide the opportunity for experiential learning and research

Graduation requirements for Du Bois-Harvey Honors College members:
	 • Complete 30 hours of Honors courses and/or contracts with one hour in an 
		  Honors Colloquium
	 • Participate annually in honors community service projects
	 • Participate in a minimum of four honors enrichment sessions, monthly meetings,
		  or activities annually
	 • Maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA
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W.E.B. Du Bois-
Maria Luisa Alvarez Harvey 
Honor College Graduates

Emily  Britton
Carl Burch
Madison Cathey
Joshua Edwards
Jayla  Ford
Jocelyn Greene
Tyler  Huckleberry
Jamee  McAdoo
Monica McGhee
D’ Mia  Newell
Centirea Petersen
Kenidi  Sanders
Everica Sebastian
Alexys Smith
Josuf Turnipseed
Imara Walker
Tytianna White
Sydni Wilson
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for degrees

undergraduate
candidates

2 0 2 3  S p r i n g  c o m m e n c e m e n t
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Fidelis M. Ikem, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Business 

ACCOUNTING

† Ololade Fathia Ajibode, 
   Abeokuta, Ogun State, Nigeria	
†† Mary Elizabeth Alford, Toomsuba, MS
†† Emily Rachel Britton, Jackson, MS
†† Madison K. Cathey, Hattiesburg, MS
††† Andrew Evans-Onwujurum, Lagos, Nigeria 
Lakeithia Orliza Foggy, Jackson, MS	
††† Rikayla Jackson, Woodville, MS
Shawtrell Jones, Yazoo City, MS		
† Kamela Marchelle Little, Tuscaloosa, AL	
† Marissa Morgan, Milwaukee, WI		
Jarranisha Lashawn Noble, New Orleans, LA	
Jonathan O. Perry, Jackson, MS		
† Lonyea Renee Roberson, Chicago, IL		
†† Lauryn Raquel Webb, Little Rock, AR	
Destan Rhae Wilkerson, Little Rock, AR	
†† John R. Wright, III, Madison, MS

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Whitney Denise Brown, Greenwood, MS
Raphael Duron Catchings, Jr., St. Louis, MO
Logan D’Anthony Chatmon, Clinton, MS
DeKala Shunta Hood, Byram, MS
Kelsey Nicole Knuckles, Nashville, TN
Kamelia Qytiana Lacy, Lexington, MS
Jay’la A. Manor, Las Vegas, NV
†† Raheem Powell, Jackson, MS	
†† Alexys Janae Smith, Chicago, IL
† Ja’Kayla Stewart, Jackson, MS
†† Ja’Quawn Tre’von Taylor, Gulfport, MS
Otha Truss, Jr., Lexington, MS
Chaunquerion Ward, Memphis, TN
Garmeshia Williams, Canton, MS
Ryan Williams, Atlanta, GA

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

†† Tia Baxter, Greenwood, MS
Shanteace Hare, Chicago, IL
Quandon Sims, Jackson, MS
†† Giandra Taraji-Jaden West, Silver Spring, MD

FINANCE

Matthew Crawford, Atlanta, GA
Jarreau Durand Hoskins, Columbia, SC
† Monica Serrano, Pacoima, CA
Darius Weatherspoon, Jackson, MS
†† Lauryn Raquel Webb, Little Rock, AR

MANAGEMENT

Aniyah Eriyun Grace, Little Rock, AR
LaCoreya Johnson, Natchez, MS
† Tori Kai Latimer, Concord, NC
†† Adam J. Moncure, Clinton, MS
†† D’Mia Newell, Clinton, MD
Jeremy Lamar Reese, Moss Point, MS
Zion Gerald Thompson, St. Louis, MO
Alexander Washington, Jackson, MS
† Autumn Wilson, Chicago, IL

MARKETING

Roman Maurice Brown, St. Louis, MO
†† Kayla Jaye Carter, Columbus, MS
† Olivia Salibellas, Oak Park, IL
Cazyah Edward Sanchez Daniels, 
   Monticello, MS
† Tyler Kennedy Huckleberry, Indianapolis, IN
Athena Janai Richardson, Senatobia, MS
Marcus A. Winston, II, Chicago, IL

Jerri A. Haynes, Ed.D. 
Dean, College of Education 
and Human Development

CHILDCARE AND 
FAMILY EDUCATION

Jaya Jones, Jackson, MS
Maurleena T.  Madison, Jackson, MS
Tommy L. McCray, III, Memphis, TN
Sherry Brewer, Jackson, MS
†† Chiquita K. Brown, Canton, MS
† Keia Brown-Lovett, Greenville, MS
††† Kristi Compton, Saltillo, MS
Beyoncé C. Coney, Magnolia, MS
Kimberly Ann Course, Jackson, MS
†† Mariah S. Cowan, Yazoo City, MS
† Sonya Horton-Austin, Plano, TX
Edith M. Johnson, Forest, MS
Shanesha Johnson Catchings, Kosciusko, MS
††† Racheal Lawrence Keys, Kosciusko, MS
†† Jessica Nicole King, Greenville, MS
Cassandra Moore, Tchula, MS
††† Catoria Shamika Samone Mozee, 
   Jackson, MS
Stephanie D. Warren, Vicksburg, MS
††† Moesha Pruitt, Laurel, MS
Kimberly Rhodes, Jackson, MS
Anquinetta Simone Tribble, Falcon, MS
Tiara Turner, Memphis, TN
Jasmine LaVe’Chia Washington, Brandon, MS

Elementary Education 

† Kennedy Janyia Bryant, Prentiss, MS
† A’Jaylyn Caldwell, Canton, MS
Danielle Lynette Conerly, McComb, MS
†† D’Mesha Ellis, Hazlehurst, MS
Tite’Ara Gates, Jackson, MS
Whitney Nicole Harper, Jackson, MS
†† Naomi Samone Harris, Memphis, TN
† Mikieyla Helm, Indianapolis, IN
†† Jordan Alexandria Jackson, St. Louis, MO
† Jermey Keyshawn Lynn, Jackson, MS
†† Sydney Jalisa Nelson, Atlanta, GA
†† Arielle Elise Robinson, Jackson, MS
† Lindsey Rufus, Jackson, MS
† Maharri Christine Smith, Milwaukee, WI
†† Leondra Tashana Townsend, Bronx, NY
† Tionne D. Warren, New Orleans, LA
† Breanna Nicole Webb, Jackson, MS
†† Brittany Lasha Webb, Jackson, MS
Cristian MaKyle Young, Indianola, MS

Social Science Education 

††† Michael J. Brooks, II, Canton, MS
† Jalen Raye Jones, Dallas, TX

Health Physical Education 
and Recreation 

Jayhron Alexander, Jackson, MS
†† Khalil J. Arrington, Montgomery, AL
Kelli Kelise Booker, Coffeeville, MS
† Marc Kenyatta Evans, Jr., Jackson, MS
Tori Olivia Hargrove, Columbus, MS
††† Autumn Kessee, Jackson, MS
Keshuna Luckett, Jackson, MS
† Dekia Mitchell, Durant, MS
††  Meagan L. Picon, Lubbock, TX
†† Damassy N. Thompson, 
   Rio Grande, Puerto Rico
Jada Thompson, Charlotte, NC

Professional 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Kaisha Keona Allen, Carthage, MS
Alexis Andrea Arredondo, Anaheim, CA
††  Ashanti Letrice Barnes, Rolling Fork, MS

Bachelor 
of Business 
Administration 
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Chelsie Ja’sondra Coleman, Byram, MS
Octavia Shellee Gates, Jackson, MS
††† Malika J. Goodlow, Forest, MS
Kenneth James Mouton, Jr., Carencro, LA
††  Byron J. Ollie, Dolton, IL
Victoria Johnson, Sardis, MS
Dennis Perry, Shaw, MS
Cynthia D. Porter, Durant, MS
Tracey Prince, Walls, MS
† April Leshea Rogers, Jackson, MS
††  Dennis R. Shaw, Oxford, MS
Mary E. Spann, Clinton, MS
Sonja Walker, Collins, MS
Crystal Washington-Railey, Menifee, CA
Michael Rashad Washington, 
   Lathrup Village, MI	
†† John Paul Andrade, San Dimas, CA
†††Rachel Anne Barker, 
   Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Isaiah Bolden, Tampa, FL
Kiara T’cha Brown, Utica, MS
Frances Denise Chapman, Jackson, MS
Jurriente Davis, Greensboro, NC
Norman Douglas, Jr., Washington D.C.
Otis Dunn, III, Pine Bluff, AR
Kirklyn Ford, Jr., Keller, TX
† Jasper Friis, Gauting, CA
Omar G. Gómez Rivera, Arroyo, Puerto Rico
† Jameitha Shanette Griffith, Jackson, MS
†† Hayden Hagler, Lake Charles, LA
Latasha Holt, Byram, MS
Arjun Jose Gregorio Huerta, 
   Willemstad, Curacao
† Johnathan R. Huggins, Deltona, FL
Ryan M. Jackson, Ridgeland, MS
† Justin Johnson, Jr., Sacramento, CA
Marquis Johnson, Atlanta, GA
Caleb Jolivette, Houston, TX
Jamarcus Kentreal Jones, Sardis, MS
Demetri Jordan, Lubbock, TX
Leaha McDaniel, Greenville, MS
Jason Mercier, Boynton Beach, FL
George De’Kinley Morrison, Jackson, MS	
Antoinette Evon Dixon, Byram, MS
Charlotte Morgan, Quitman, MS	
††† Cristian O. Rapalo, Pearl, MS
CoMichael D. Roby, Jackson, MS	
LaJeffrey Rogers, Jackson, MS
† Shilo Sanders, Dallas, TX
Malik Singleton, New Orleans, LA
Francisco Javier Vargas Sanchez, 
   Guadalajara, Mexico
Dejahn Warren, Landover, MD
Daphane White, Gulfport, MS
Jayla Wilson, Vicksburg, MS
† Trace B. Young, Owensboro, KY

University Studies 

Daphne C. Joiner-Brown, Jackson, MS
Khaleea R. Watson, Yazoo City, MS
Marcell Rashad Young, Utica, MS
Kristi Volette Anderson, Gulfport, MS
Nadean Cunningham, Aberdeen, MS
Melissa Fletcher, Gluckstadt, MS	
Natasha Mache’ Taylor, Jackson, MS
Amanda Donnell Tillman, Jackson, MS

Russell Bennett, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean, College of Health Sciences
School of Public Health; School of Social Work

COMMUNICATIVE DISORDERS

†† Amaya Ervin, Crystal Springs, MS
††† Jocelyn Nicole Greene, Jackson, MS
Zadiah Greenfield, Jackson, MS
McKinley Simone Johnson, Columbia, MS
Isis Lafay Taylor, Atlanta, GA

HEALTHCARE ADMINISTRATION 

†† Kaylor Ashante’ Hughes, New Orleans, LA
Ja’Kayla Janae Lipsey, Durant, MS
††† Belinda Nyaradzo Mundora, Madison, MS
††† Centirea Petersen, Hattiesburg, MS
† Zion Denard Reeves, Conley, GA
Cortavious R. Scott, Cleveland, MS
Kendrick D. Thompson, Jr., Greenville, MS
Daneva Elena Arana, Clinton, MS
†† Nastascia Chandrika Buchanan, Jackson, MS
† Katrina Latrice Coleman Jordan, 
   Hattiesburg, MS
† Shannon Symone Connor, Belleville, IL
†† Takira Y. Davis, Hazlehurst, MS
Melvin Dilworth, Jr., Jackson, MS
† E. Andre Douglas, Jackson, MS
††† Thomas Geoffrey Eade, Brandon, MS
††† Baron Comaneic Evans, Brandon, MS
† Brianna Ford, Jackson, MS
Tamakia Shaunta Gates, Jackson, MS
†† Valerie Shamonna Gates, Yazoo City, MS
Chabree Hackett, Crystal Springs, MS
††† Nijah Monjunay Horn, Canton, MS
Comeshia D. Hubbard, Mount Olive, MS
† April Lynn Miller, Jackson, MS
Alexia Doriaunna Moore, New Hebron, MS
Queena Cherrell Smith, Canton, MS
Donteasha Sanquitta Tyler, Hollandale, MS
Emily Carol West, Raymond, MS

SOCIAL WORK

Damoise Brown, Vicksburg, MS
††† Jameshia Jaqueria Brown, Canton, MS
††† Latrice Dion Burkett, Richland, MS
††† Sherica Ke’Channa Campbell, 
   Kosciusko, MS
Khalila L. Curry, Raymond, MS
† Iniobong Udowah Ekpo, Jackson, MS
††† Jayla Ardajah Gibson, Sallis, MS
†† Talicia Tanae Glasper, Greenville, MS
††† Jerrica Jaylyn Hill, Vicksburg, MS
† Kayla Monet James, St. Louis, MO
††† Arionna Bre’Shae Jones, Yazoo City, MS
Shantavious LeShelle Jones, Port Gibson, MS
†† Britney Nicole Kersh, Brandon, MS
Felicia D. Luckett, Jackson, MS
††† Vershante’ Sanaa Malone, Sallis, MS
Caprice Manciel, Brookhaven, MS
Breanna Alisa Moore, Benton, LA
Keira Morris, Brookhaven, MS
††† Makayla A. Morton, Jackson, MS
††† Brittney Myles, Brandon, MS	
Sykeria Ross, Jackson, MS
† Jada Sharell Scott, Terry, MS
DeNaudia Deyonce Smartt, Lithonia, GA
††† Selah Serena Squalls, Washington, D.C.
† Jamiya Synthiea Washington, Milwaukee, WI
††† TreMya White, Richland, MS
† Kerria Keyunsha Whitley, Clarksdale, MS
† Dymond Williams-Banks, Grand Rapids, MI
Tenaj Cassiana Wilson, Chicago, IL
Tae’lor Yancey, Detroit, MI

Bessie House-Soremekun, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean, College of Liberal Arts

ART

††† LaAsia Alexis Chardae Harper, Byram, MS
††† LaParis LaTianna Harper, Byram, MS	
Ayanna E. Houston, Chicago, IL
†† Monica Elise McGhee, Conway, AR
Xavien A. Mitchell, Dallas, TX
Angel Camesia Sawyer, Jackson, MS
††† Jennifer Christina Danielle Spires, 
   Jackson, MS
††† Alana Raquel Washington, Chino, CA

ENGLISH 

Rian Renee Dunn, Chicago, IL
Jayana N. Wells, Jackson, MS

bachelor 
of science

bachelor 
of arts 
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HISTORY 

Travis T. Burns, Jackson, MS
† Tyler Desmond Duncan, Newberry, SC

Political Science 

Imani Ni’ShareA Simone Brown, Rockford, IL
†† Monyea Xedra Collins, Chicago, IL
† Erin Maria Eatman, Hattiesburg, MS
Deontae L. Graham, St. Louis, MO
††† Kennedy Dionne Harrison, Milwaukee, WI
† LaBrandon Edward Hill, Pelahatchie, MS
††† Keenen D’marcus Jones, Vicksburg, MS
† Ja’Keem King, Detroit, MI
John Thomas Lee, III, Magee, MS
† Markyel C’Darrius Pittman, Grenada, MS
† Jordan MaKenzie Trusel, Detroit, MI
†† Darian J. Yates, Memphis, TN

Sociology 

Lichelle Shontae Brown, Jackson, MS
††† Thaddaeus Smith, Omaha, NE

Speech 

Michael Joseph Barber, Metairie, LA
Alfred Cazeau II, Grand Rapids, MI
†† Rayesha Tonyá Talley, Lamar, MS
†† LaMarr Anquan White, Jr., St. Louis, MO
Heather Kristen Nichols, Jackson, MS

CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND 
CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

†† Shannarica Jantoris Cork, Ackerman, MS
† Jonathan Bruce Courtney, Crystal Springs, MS
Nickholas Deshawn Davis, Tutwiler, MS
†† Essence Hardmon, Clarksdale, MS
La’ Kendra Cil’les Heck, Jacksonville, FL
††† Julian Lyn-jorg’ Henry, Greenville, MS
†† Alexis Brianna Jackson, Bogue Chitto, MS
Cameron Gerard Jackson, Jackson, MS
Taylor Leigh Pierce, Pinola, MS
† Brendan Shunnmontra Inoah Robinson, 
   Tougaloo, MS
†† Magain V. Williams, Ridgeland, MS
Kenya Danielle Wilson, Memphis, TN
Deshawn Donte Martez Boyd, 
   Daytona Beach, FL
† Markayla Albernaye Brown, Marks, MS
Kyndal Coleman, Grand Rapids, MI
Shawn Marcellas Collins, Trenton, NJ
Tylar Sema’j Course, Cleveland, MS

Ja’Naiya Gatewood, Chicago, IL
Azariyah Harris, Ridgeland, MS
††† Taylor Amante’ Hughes, New Orleans, LA
† Jamon Jackson, Jackson, MS
† Markenya C. James, Cleveland, MS
†† Tiara Dontrice James, New Orleans, LA
††† JaMichael Rashun Johnson, Camden, MS
† Cialah Jones, Memphis, TN
Kendris Keeshona Lacey, Canton, MS
††† Alicia R. Love, Jackson, MS
Asjia Annque’nette Morgan, Chicago, IL
Kiara Neal, Port Gibson, MS
†† Y’Darius Juan Petty, Columbus, MS
† Chrishonna Tashae Phinizey, Chattanooga, TN
Jenaia Poole, Milwaukee, WI
Aleisha D. Sampson, Jackson, MS
Arionna Dionna Stepney, Oakland, CA
†† Carl M. Thomas, II, Clarksdale, MS
David D. White, Jr., Jackson, MS
††† Jylen Lorene Whitten, Redondo Beach, CA
William K. Youmans, Atlanta, GA	

Journalism and Media Studies 

Marquentin Levail Barnes, Irving, TX
Justin R. Cosey, New Orleans, LA
† Kaytlin Zuri Draine, Olive Branch, MS
† Joshua E. Edwards, Tulsa, OK
Mylan Evans, Crystal Springs, MS
Andre Frenchie, Jr., St. Louis, MO
Jatavious Harris, Milledgeville, GA
†† Brittany Neecole Henderson, Richland, MS
Shane Hooks, Orlando, FL
† Mikailah D. Jefferson, Indianapolis, IN
Amaree Mayfield, North Chicago, IL
††† Jamee Ellisa McAdoo, Little Rock, AR
† Harold McWade, III, Clinton, MS
††† Gabrielle Moore, Aberdeen, MS
Andrew Cameron Norfort, Vicksburg, MS
Kuzari S. Olushola, Grand Rapids, MI
Martavious Devontae Parks, Jackson, MS
† Mia Sequoia Yvonne Pettigrew, Chicago, IL
Jasmine Danielle Puckett, Jackson, MS
††† Johnathan Jamal Richardson, Rose Hill, MS
Jarvis Robinson, Chicago, IL
Tatyana Ross, Montgomery, AL
†† Makyla Kambriah Simmons, Jackson, MS
Bijan Timothy Smith, Los Angeles, CA
†† Ashton Joel Taylor, Chicago, IL
†† Justin Cain Walls, Biloxi, MS
††† Alivia Kimbriel Welch, Terry, MS
DanQuarius Whitsett, Hattiesburg, MS
†† Tianna Amari Williams, Houston, TX

Psychology 

† Candace Dominique Amos, Jackson, MS
†† Chari Alise Barr, Drew, MS

† Kamarya Eriyatta Bozeman, Byram, MS	
Robert Earl Brown III, Baton Rouge, LA
†† Naloni A. Bryant, New Orleans, LA
Shadia Cain, Vicksburg, MS
Keri Latrice Castle, Decatur, GA
†Deandrea Martessa Craft-Watts, Ruleville, MS
Scentrellis Rashad Dixon, Tupelo, MS
†† Trinity Michala Hill, Jackson, MS
†† Aterykah Trametrus Hughes, Forest, MS
† NyKarra Benet Middleton, Jackson, MS
††† Jordyn Michelle Miller, Memphis, TN
††† Monica Edwina Miller, Miami, FL
† Kaylika Bre’Nay Pulphus, Saltillo, MS
††† Jordin Elynna Ratliff, New Orleans, LA
†† Everica Amarilda Nicolas Sebastian, 
   Jackson, MS
Briana Alexandria Smith, Jackson, MS
Chasitie Jenaé Vinson, Memphis, TN
††† Imara Octavia Walker, Ewa Beach, HI
†† Nya Walton, Memphis, TN
Aania Wiley, Aurora, IL
Lavaisha Evette Michelle Williamson, 
   Canton, MS

Music 

††† Courtney A. Drake, Jackson, MS
Joshua Emmanuel Ratliff, Jackson, MS
George B. Williams, Camden, NJ	

Music Education 

† Erika S. Alford, Loganville, GA
† Keiosha Ariel Armelin, Baton Rouge, LA
† Willard M. Beatty, Jr., Charlotte, NC
† Kemima Tritia Caples, Memphis, TN
† Nicholas Organ, Atlanta, GA
†† Samuel Carlos Perez, Jackson, MS
Joshua Emmanuel Ratliff, Jackson, MS
† Dennis Lee Thurmond, Jr., Lexington, MS

bachelor 
of music

bachelor 
of music 
education

* Summer 2023 Conferment

bachelor 
of science
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Wilbur L. Walters, Jr., Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Science, 
Engineering, and Technology

BIOLOGY

†† Kayla Diann Alexander, Atlanta, GA
†† Laurence F. Anthony, IV, Jackson, MS
Shameka Bell, Jackson, MS
Draylon Udonis Brown, Mendenhall, MS
† NyKia Brown, Jackson, MS
Askore J. Coleman, Bakersfield, CA
Maya Covington, Chicago, IL
LaBrisha LaShan Crockett, Yazoo City, MS
††† Courtney Ariana Drake, Jackson, MS
† Breanna Nicole Edwards, Brookhaven, MS
††† Jayla Renae Ford, Birmingham, AL
† Destiny Foster, Jackson, MS
† Zakaria M. Goodman, Memphis, TN
†† Jordan Nykole Greenwood, Little Rock, AR
Zinnaiyah Vontaya Griffin, Jackson, MS
†† Brooktavia Zalandria Hampton, 
   Memphis, TN
† Heaven Harris, Florence, MS
†† Willaudre Malik Harris, Coffeeville, MS
Miniya Amari-Ann Henry, Antioch, TN
††† Joshua Herron, Brandon, MS
†† Daysha LaNae Horne, Indianapolis, IN
MiKala Chante’ Hughes, Pine Bluff, AR
Charles Matthew Muhammad Hunt, Roxie, MS
Justin Johnson, Mound Bayou, MS
Mouhamadou Kane, College Park, GA
Jamar D. Knight, Monroe, LA
Briana M. Knox, Vicksburg, MS
† Deja Laster, Jackson, MS
† Arbyanna LaNiece Lewis, Tulsa, OK
†† Makia Linzy, Jackson, MS
†† Paige Alonni Lockett, Olive Branch, MS
Megan Leanna Mack, Little Rock, AR
†† Aaliyah Mars, Chicago, IL
Candace Danae Mayfield, Jackson, MS
Zera Danielle McClendon, Biloxi, MS
† Joseph Edward Miller, Jr., Gulfport, MS
††† Ahlam Mohamed, Juban, MS
Erica Moore, Memphis, TN
†† JaQuan Quintrell Nelson, Woodville, MS
E’Leeza Cierra Jonique Odom, Jackson, MS
†† Ngozi Tyler Okeke, Chicago, IL
†† Jessica Alysse Patterson, Memphis, TN
Jade Takena Portis, Brandon, MS
††† TyKiya JaNaya Rankin, Bude, MS
†† Sierra Tiffany Ashayla Reynolds, 
   Port Gibson, MS

†† Marisha Raelyn Robinson, Grand Rapids, MI
††† Kaymen Russell, Madison, MS
† McKenzie R. Sandifer, Arcola, MS
Empress M. Spires, Chicago, IL
Brianna Lakeiah Strong, Chicago, IL
Valencia Taylor, Marks, MS
† Faith Thigpen, Jackson, MS
††† Josuf Ishmael Turnipseed, Madison, MS
† Reagan Nicole Walker, Millington, TN
Jacarrio D’Untez Wallace, Hazlehurst, MS
† Kaylin Nicole Walton, Jackson, MS
† Raliyah Weathersby, Forest, MS
Aquaysheonna S. White, Marks, MS
† Carrisha Etavia Williams, Byram, MS

Chemistry 

†† Dortria I’lliyah Bolton, Beaumont, MS
† Ariel Leslie Louis Cox, Jackson, MS
† Mikiyah D. Jefferson, Indianapolis, IN
† Chloe Elisabeth Jernigan, Little Rock, AR
†† Hannah Lynnay Lewis, Baton Rouge, LA
Emoni De’Aundrea Lyons, San Francisco, CA
Brooklynn May, Lonoke, AR
†† Kenidi Raquel Sanders, New Albany, MS
††† Sydni N. Wilson, Atlanta, GA

Civil Engineering 

††† Keanna Abraham, Vicksburg, MS
† Amira Feaster, Conyers, GA
† Albert Sholom Griffin, Jr., Ridgeland, MS
Christopher L. Manning, Jr., Canton, MS
Helena Nadine Martinez Barahona, 
   Richland, MS
Shawn Miller, Jackson, MS
††† Glenn Matthew Misiak, Columbus, MS
††† Mariana Viveros, Vasquez, Mexico
††† Edalit Viveros Amador, Jackson, MS
† Shunterrance Sentelle Walton, Vicksburg, MS
Sidney Lauren Wright, Atlanta, GA
Kyle Cornelius Young, Jackson, MS

Computer Engineering 

Emmanuel I. Cain, Jackson, MS
††† Emmanuel Osahenogae Edorodion, 
   Jackson, MS
† Rickia Janae Edwards, Gulfport, MS
††† Khobe LeVonte Farmer, Jackson, MS
Christopher Gardner, II, Jackson, MS
† D’Marco Goggins, Atlanta, GA	
Keishawn Hunt, Jackson, MS
Jasmine Martin, Madison, MS
††† Shakelle Meddow, Jackson, MS
Ra’Chelle Aneil Nicole Quinn, Jackson, MS
†† Cameron W. Wicks, East Saint Louis, IL
† Kirubel B. Zebene, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Computer Science 

†† Russell Harris Bishop, Madison, MS
††† Carl Clifton Burch, III, Tinley Park, IL
† Jeremiah Cornelius, Bad Kreuznach, Germany
†† David Foster, Clinton, MS
Dorian Rachelle Gray, Kansas City, MO
††† Terry D. Haygood, Jackson, MS
† Olivia Lakera Miller, Byram, MS
†† Hanif Louis Muhammad, Madison, AL
† Kevin Jelani Proctor, Jackson, MS
Brandon J. Redmond, Chicago, IL
†† Andra Lanita Robinson, Clinton, MS
Shomari Kawasi Smith, Atlanta, GA
Caleb Rudy Wade, Jackson, MS
†† Donald Keyshawn Williams, 
   Crystal Springs, MS

Earth System Science 

†† Madison Posey, Natchez, MS

Electrical Engineering 

Tyrese Allen, Detroit, MI
Craig Heidelberg, Jr., Jackson, MS
Steven Taylor King, Hattiesburg, MS
J’Quan Mayes, Orangeburg, SC
††† Myaya Asha Morton, Hillside, NJ

Industrial Technology 

Amber Alise Anderson, Chicago, IL
†† Benjamin Armon Barner, Clinton, MS
Jalyn Bradford, Forthood, TX
†† Imani Joi’Anna Coklow, Detroit, MI
††† Audria Jenae Jackson, Jackson, MS
†† Khaela Joydae’ Jones, Jackson, MS
Patrick Bernard Powe, Jr., Jackson, MS
† Nathaniel Lee Smith, Jr., New Orleans, LA
Shelby Annie-Jean Augustine, Monroe, LA
† Amos Goodwin, Jr., Hazlehurst, MS
Reagan N. Harvey, Columbia, MS
Taneisha A. Carter, Metcalfe, MS

Mathematics 

† Jesse Caver, III, Solon, OH
† Allis Enna Royer, Stone Mountain, GA
Sean R. Scott, East Saint Louis, IL

Meteorology 
Jordan Ambrose, Stockbridge, GA
Makenzie Frith, Madison, MS
† Kayla Béna Hudson, Jackson, MS
Kendall Parks, Washington, D.C.
Nicholas M. Price, Houston, TX
Taylon Scheppel White, Madison, MS
Jayden D’keith Williams, Little Rock, AR

* Summer 2023 Conferment

bachelor 
of science
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Physics	 
††† Kristine A. Gollinger, Clinton, MS
† Jaiden Ornae Moore, Mckinney, TX
†† Shafi Muhammad, Madison, AL
Zoe’ Scott, Memphis, TN
† Trinity Nicole Stark, San Jose, CA
Cassidy B. Thompkins, Memphis, TN	
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Board
of Trustees

MISSISSIPPI INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER LEARNING
Alfred Rankins, Jr., Ph.D., Commissioner of Higher Education
Greenville, Mississippi

BOARD MEMBERS
Tom Duff, President 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Alfred E. McNair, Jr., M.D., Vice President 
Ocean Falls, Mississippi

Ormella Cummings, Ph.D.
Tupelo, Mississippi 

Steven Cunningham, M.D.
Hattiesburg, Mississippi

Teresa Hubbard 
Oxford, Mississippi

Jeanne Carter Luckey 
Ocean Falls, Mississippi

Bruce Martin 
Meridian, Mississippi

Chip Morgan 
Stoneville, Mississippi

Gee Ogletree, J.D.
Jackson, Mississippi

Hal Parker
Bolton, Mississippi

Gregory Rader
Columbus, Mississippi

J. Walt Starr, DMD
Columbus, Mississippi
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Jackson State University 
Executive Cabinet 
and Academic Deans

Executive cabinet

Elayne Hayes-Anthony, Ph.D., Acting President

Alisa L. Mosley Ph.D., Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Howard Brown, Vice President for Business and Finance, Chief Financial Officer 

Joseph Whittaker, Ph.D., Vice President for Research and Economic Development

Ashley Robinson, Vice President and Director of Athletics 

Robin M. Pack, Executive Director of Human Resources

Edward Watson, J.D., General Counsel

Michael Bolden, Executive Director of Campus Operations

Alonda Thomas, Chief Communications Officer and Associate Vice President 
                               for Marketing and Communications

Fran’Cee Brown-McClure, Ph.D., Vice President for Student Affairs

Josiah Sampson III, Ph.D., Vice President for Enrollment Management

Yolanda R. Owens,  Assistant Vice President for Division Institutional Advancement & External Affairs

Deborah F. Dent, Ph.D.,  Chief Information Officer

deans

Fidelis Ikem, Ph.D., College of Business

Jerri A. Haynes, Ed.D., College of Education and Human Development 

Russell Bennett, Ph.D., (Interim), College of Health Sciences

Bessie House-Soremekun, Ph.D., (Interim), College of Liberal Arts 

Wilbur L. Walters, Jr., Ph.D., College of Science, Engineering and Technology

Preselfannie McDaniels, Ph.D., Graduate Studies

Locord D. Wilson, Ph.D., (Interim) Libraries  
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THE SEAL
The University Seal was designed by Freddy Norman, graphic artist. The Seal 
displays the University’s motto: Excellentia, Academica, Investigatio et Officium 
(Academic Excellence, Research, and Service). Three significant elements are 
presented in the design. At the center of the configuration is a winged torch. The 
flame signifies the light of learning and the search for truth. It leaps upward, borne 
aloft by outspread wings symbolic of the quest for excellence. Within the wing 
on the left side is an open book symbolic of research and publication. The globe 
inscribed within the wing on the right side symbolizes the University’s commitment 
to service to the state, the nation, and the world. The year 1877 represents the 
founding date of the university. The laurel wreath, which is reminiscent of the 
victor’s crown awarded to the best competitors in the arts and sciences during the 
Classical Era, encircles the design and represents the pursuit of excellence in every 
field. On March 15, 1974, the Seal was revised to include the institution’s university 
designation.

THE MACE
The Mace was originated and first used in Egypt, where it represented 
creativeness, achievement, and the assertive tendency in man. In the Middle Ages, 
it was used as a weapon of war. Today, however, the mace represents deputized 
authority and dignity.

The Jackson State University Mace is carried in all formal University 
convocations. It was carved from a piece of solid American black walnut. The 
upper portion of the Mace is in the shape of a pentagon and contains the 
University’s logo and Seal. Dr. Sam Cobbins, retired Professor of Technology and 
Industrial Arts, designed and constructed the Jackson State University Mace.

Jackson State University
Seal and Mace
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THE presidential Chain of office
The Chain of Office is a symbol of office dating from medieval times. It is worn by 
the President with academic regalia on ceremonial occasions. The Chain of Office 
honors the highest official at an educational institution as a symbol of leadership 
and responsibility vested in that office. 
 
The Chain of Office for Jackson State University’s President is made of antiqued 
silver plated bronze metal and is made up of curved banners engraved with the 
names of the University’s previous presidents. 
 
From the chain hangs a medallion. A banner engraved with the President’s name 
is located at the center of the chain directly above the University Medallion. This 
banner is adorned with a leaf and inscribed with the year representing the President’s 
first year in office.

THE presidential Medallion
Traditionally, the medallion is a symbol of academic leadership. It is one of the 
oldest symbols of authority. The medallion is worn by the President as part of his/
her presidential regalia at commencement and other ceremonial occasions at the 
University. It symbolizes the President’s authority as the highest officer of the 
University. The medallion is inscribed with the Jackson State University Seal, which 
represents the Office of the President and the University’s commitment to academic 
excellence, research and service. 
 
The three-inch circular medallion is made of antiqued silver-plated bronze metal 
with blue enamel. This unique mount represents a single-faced imagery in bas-relief 
creating a two-level projection with the three significant elements in the overall 
design encircled by the laurel wreath. At the center of the configuration is a winged 
torch. The flame signifies the light of learning and the search for truth. It leaps 
upward borne aloft by outspread wings symbolic of the quest for excellence. Within 
the wing on the left side is an open book symbolic of research and publication; 
the globe inscribed within the wing on the right side symbolizes the University’s 
commitment to service to the state, the nation and the world. The year 1877 
represents the founding date of the University.  The laurel wreath, which encircles 
the design, represents the pursuit of excellence in every field.

The Presidential Chain 
of Office and Medallion
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The Academic 
Costume

ACADEMIC REGALIA
The custom of wearing academic regalia stems from the Middle Ages when 
scholars were also clerics and wore the costumes in their Monastic orders. 
 
The most common headpiece for the ceremony is the black square, flat topped or 
mortar board which is shaped like a board of the mason which holds the mortar. 
 
The tassel on the doctor’s cap is usually gold in color and is worn on the left. The 
tassel on the master’s cap is usually black and is also worn on the left. The tassel 
on the bachelor’s cap, usually black, is worn on the right prior to graduation, then 
moved to the left when instructed by the presiding officer. 
 
The hood, which is mentioned as early as 1480 in clerical literature, was originally 
used as a head covering, a shoulder cape, and a bag in which alms could be collected. 
 
The gown is usually black. The traditional doctor’s gown has velvet panels down 
the front and three velvet bars on the sleeves. The master’s gown has no velvet but 
does have unusually long sleeves. The bachelor’s gown is similar to the master’s but 
has regular length sleeves which are pointed. Some gowns may be the color of the 
department granting the degree, such as “Education Blue.” Others may be “Yale 
Blue” or “Harvard Crimson” for graduates of these universities. 
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Hood and 
Tassel Colors

Shown below is a listing of hood and tassel colors established by the 
Intercollegiate Code to represent several departments of learning. (Please note 
that not all departments listed here are established at Jackson State University.) 
 
Agriculture |Maze 	
Medicine |Green 
Arts, Letters, Humanities |White 	
Music |Pink 
Business Administration, Accountancy |Drab 	
Nursing |Apricot 
Dentistry |Lilac
Oratory (Speech) |Silver Gray 
Economics |Copper
Pharmacy |Olive Green 
Education |Light Blue
Philosophy |Dark Blue 
Engineering |Orange 	
Physical Education |Sage Green 
Fine Arts, including Architecture |Brown
Public Administration, Service |Peacock Blue 
Forestry |Russet 
Public Health |Salmon Pink 
Home Economics |Maroon 
Science |Golden Yellow 
Journalism |Crimson
Social Work/Science |Citron 
Law |Purple
Theology |Scarlet 
Library Science |Lemon 
Veterinary Science |Gray 
Lifelong Learning |Garnet 
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Academic
Degrees

THE BACHELOR’S DEGREE
A bachelor’s degree is the first academic degree that is conferred by a university 
to students who have completed the undergraduate coursework of study. The 
bachelor’s degree is sometimes called a baccalaureate degree. This degree is the 
most common type of college degree awarded by institutions of higher learning in 
the United States. The bachelor’s degree provides students with a foundation for 
entering many professional career fields and for further education. 

THE master’S DEGREE
The master’s degree is an academic degree that is conferred by a university to 
students who have successfully completed one or two years of approved course 
work beyond that of the bachelor’s degree. Master’s degree candidates are expected 
to exhibit and demonstrate mastery of a specialized body of theoretical and applied 
subject matter. A thesis or a project is usually required in many master’s degree 
programs.

THE specialist DEGREE
The specialist degree is common in many education and psychology programs. It is 
conferred by a university to students who have completed academic study beyond 
the master’s level and below the doctorate level. 

THE doctoral DEGREE
The doctoral degree is the highest of the academic degrees conferred by a university. 
It is offered in most fields of study. Doctoral degrees include the professional 
degree and the research degree. The professional doctoral degree calls for advanced 
training for the practice in professional fields such as medicine, pharmacy, law or 
nursing. The research doctorate requires approximately four years of advanced 
study and independent research. The years of study and excellent research are 
typically accompanied by a dissertation. The doctoral candidate is expected to make 
a contribution to the body of knowledge in the field of study.
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The Academic
Procession

The academic procession dates back to the Middle Ages when universities were 
closely associated with the Medieval Church. Since that time, the academic 
procession has become a treasured tradition in higher education institutions. 
During the academic procession, university officers and others related to the 
university march in formal university events in academic regalia. 
 
The pageantry of the academic procession is a featured part of commencement 
programs and other formal university events. The Academic Procession is 
generally initiated by the university’s mace bearer. During commencements, 
the mace bearer is generally followed by the chief faculty marshal. The 
academic procession brings into the arena the President, other officials of the 
university, representatives from the governing board, the guest speaker, college 
deans, other platform guests, administrators, faculty and graduating students. 
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Senior Class Officers
2023 Spring Semester

Kayla Hudson, President

Jalisa Barnes, Vice President  

McKinley Johnson, Secretary

Keanna Abraham, Treasurer

Mr. Brent Harris, Advisor  
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Graduate Student Leadership
2023 Spring semester

MaQueba Massey, President

Lauren Corby, Vice President

Rachel Neal, Secretary

Joseph McBride, Membership

Daija Green, Treasurer

Arlencia Barnes, Parliamentarian

Ms. Deborah Washington, Advisor

Mr. Byron Quick, Advisor
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Spring 2023 
Graduate/Undergraduate
Commencement Exercises

COMMENCEMENT MACE BEAREr
Dr. Dawn McLin 

president’s standard BEAREr
Dr. Byron D’Andra Orey

Administration Standard Bearers
Dr. Latoya Hart
Dr. Mitchell Shears

college standard bearers
College of Business
Dr. Geungu Yu
Dr. Chali Nondo

College of Education and Human Development 
Dr. Millard J. Bingham
Dr. Joon Young Lee

College of Health Sciences 
Dr. Trenia Allen
Dr. Clifton Addison

College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Laura L. Miller
Dr. Gloria Billingsley 

College of Science, Engineering and Technology   
Dr. Carolyn Howard
Dr. Qilin Dai

Division of Graduate Studies   
Dr. Ramon Jackson

chief/assistant Marshals
Chief Marshal
Dr. William Brown

Assistant Marshals
Dr. Carlos Wilson
Dr. Whitney Perkins
Dr. Kanisha Bennett
Dr. Deidre Wheaton
Mr. Don Spann

Undergraduate and graduate 
Student/faculty Marshals
College of Business
Dr. Donald Causey
Dr. Edith Davidson
Rikayla Jackson

Andrew Evans-Onwujurum
Kaleb Leatherman
Sonya Mitchell

College of Education and Human Development 
Dr. Amirah Nelson 
Dr. Trashonda Dixon
Maharri Smith
Malika Goodlow
Kirsten Henry 
Lilly Piper

College of Health Sciences 
Dr. Yalanda Barner
Dr. Jung Hye Lee
Jocelyn Greene
Centirea D’Shanti Petersen
Rachel Neal
Whitney May

College of Liberal Arts 
Dr. Mark Geil
Dr. Rashell Smith-Spears
Courtney Drake
Alana Washington
Shaun McClinton
LaShannon Morgan

College of Science, Engineering and Technology   
Dr. Francis Tuluri
Dr. April Tanner
Carl Burch
Josuf Turnipseed
Anarus Edwards
Avipriyo Chakraborty

Readers    
Dr. Preselfannie McDaniels
Dr. Ebony Lumumba
Dr. Fran`Cee Brown-McClure
Dr. Tomaz Cunningham

American Sign Language 
Interpreters    
Vicky Lewis
Tiffany Leach
Loretta Sutton

COMMENCEMENT PROGRAM
Yolanda T. Brown 
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2023 Spring 
Commencement committee

Ms. Frankie Adams
Dr. Kanisha Bennett
Dr. M. Juette Bingham
Dr. Lisa Beckley-Roberts
Dr. Russell Bennett, Ex-Officio
Mr. Donald Bilbro
Dr. William Brown
Ms. Meagan Tolliver-Dixon
Ms. Ayanna Evans
Dr. Elayne Hayes Anthony
Dr. Jerri Haynes, Ex-Officio
Ms. Kamesha Hill
Mr. David Howard
Mr. Sedric Hudson
Ms. Kayla Hudson, SGA representative
Dr. Fidelis Ikem, Ex-Officio

Dr. Harrison Johnson
Mr. Spencer McClenty
Dr. Preselfannie McDaniels, Ex-Officio
Dr. Alisa Mosley, Ex-Officio
Dr. Brandi Newkirk-Turner, Chair
Dr. Arron Richardson
Ms. Allaysia Roberts
Mr. Malone Silver
Mr. Eric Stanton
Mr. Lewis Stewart
Mr. Douglas Stringfellow
Dr. Bessie House-Soremekun, Ex-Officio
Dr. Wilbur Walters Jr., Ex-Officio
Ms. Sherree White
Dr. Carlos Wilson
Ms. Carol Woodson
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THEE I LOVE
my dear

old college
home
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